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Rep. St eve Rot h m an
c/o  Mr .  Kev i n  Donne l l y ,  D i st r i ct  D i r ector
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Dear  Congr essm an R othm an,

I t  i s w i th  d eep regr et  t hat  I  am  u nab l e  to t r av e l  to  H ackensack  f r om
Cam d en Coun ty  toda y to  m eet  w i th  M r . Donn el l y  as  h e jo i ns  wi th  m y co-
lead ers in  the N J  Im p each Group s and  other  l ead ers in  N ew Jers ey to  d is cuss
our  C onst i tu t iona l  cr is is .

I  have wr i t ten  to  you pr ev i ousl y  r egard in g the abuse of  power  by  Pr esi d ent
George Bush and  V i ce Pr esi d ent  D i ck  Chen ey and  was p l eased to  r ece i ve a
r ep ly .  You expres sed great  c oncer n over  th e possi b i l i t y  that  Mr .  Chen ey
d i scl osed the i d ent i ty  o f  a  U. S. cover t  i n te l l i gence agent ,  about  h i s r o l e  i n  the
m ani p u l a t io n o f  pre -wa r  i n te l l i gence on I r aq 's weap ons o f m ass dest r uct i on
p rog ra m  and  I ra q i  p artn ersh ip  w i th  a l  Qa eda as wel l  a s h is ro le in
thr eaten i ng a  war  aga in st  I r an.  You assur ed m e th at  you wou l d  “k eep our
share d  con cern s very  m u ch in m in d .”

Of  cour se, th e Bush  ad m i n i st r a t io n has engaged i n  o the r  abuses i ncl ud in g
governm ent  sanct i oned  tor tur e , susp ensi on o f  h abeas cor p us , m or e th an on e
th ousand s i gn i n g  sta t ements  desi gn ed t o  h o ld  th e  Pr esi den t  above t h e  l aw,
and  warr ant l ess wi r e tap p i ng (a  fe l ony) . E ach o f th ese r epresents  ser i ous
at ta cks  on our  Const i tu t i on and  r u l e  of  l aw  i n  our  coun t r y .  I  h onest l y  d o not
kn ow what  m or e a  Pr esi d ent  and  V i ce Pr esi d ent  cou l d  do to  wa r r ant
i m p eachm ent .  I  t r us t  th at  m y co l l eagues wi l l  express to  M r . Donn el l y  the
ur gency o f  th i s si tuat i on and  th at  noth i ng,  i ncl ud in g the t i m e le f t  i n  o f f i ce ,
the num ber  o f  vo tes, th e 2008 e l ect i on season shou l d  take  pre cedence over
p r o tect i ng ou r  Const i tu t i on.

A s I  e xp r essed i n  m y p r ev i ous l e t ter ,  our  coun t r y  i s pro tected by  m en and
wom en who h av e tak en an oath  t o  pr o tect  ou r  Const i tu t i on f r om enemi es
f or e ign and d omest i c.  They to ok  th at  oath  wi th  the under stand i ng th at  they
m ay  ha v e t o la y  down t he ir  l ive s.  M y  im m edia t e neig hb orh ood  is  curre nt ly
l i ned wi th  hun d r eds o f A m er i can f l ags as  we awa i t  th e r e tur n  o f  one of  our
cou n t r y ’s f i n est ,  a  Mar i n e, w h o w as k i l l ed  i n  An bar  Pr ov i n ce F r i day . He  w as
sched ule d  to  ret urn  hom e t oday  to  h is fa m i ly  a nd  new  w i fe a f t er  f in ish ing  his
second  to ur.  I  ha v e not  inc lud ed his na m e in t h is let t er  out  of  resp ect  for  h is
fa m i ly ,  bu t  I  am  su re  y ou  are  aw are  t h a t  N J  ha s lost  y et  an ot h er son . 
M em bers of  C ongress do not  ha v e t o la y  down t he ir  l ive s,  w e are a sking  on ly
t h a t  t h ey  st an d  u p .

Savi ng  Our  Wor l d One Am er i can at  a  T i me



The concer ns  th at  I  exp r essed i n  th i s l e t ter  as  wel l  as  the ones th at  you
shar ed i n  your s dem and  i nvest i gat i on. Im p eachm ent  i s a  process. I t  beg i ns
wi th  a  care f u l  i nvest i gat i on and  th at  i s wher e you wi l l  ge t  the answer s to  our
quest ions rega rd ing the a ct i ons of  the P res i d ent  a nd  V ice Pres ident .  W e ask
that  you si gn on to  H.  Res. 333 . A d d i t i ona l l y ,  as  that  r eso lu t i on i s qu i te
l i m i ted i n  i ts  br eadth  o f  char ges, we ar e  l ooki ng f or  m embers  o f Congr ess to
add r ess, t h r ough  t h e  f i l i n g  of  a r t i cl es of  i m peach m ent ,  t o r tu r e , i l l ega l  spy i n g ,
a  w ar  of  aggr essi on , an d  t h e abu se of  power  v i a  si gn i n g  st a t em en t s by
Pre si d ent  George W. B ush.

Many de m ocr a t i c r epr esenta t i ves bel i eve  th a t  i m peach ab l e  o ff enses h ave
occur r ed, but  r epeat  th e ta l k i ng po i n t  that  th er e  " i sn ' t  en ough t i m e."  For
wh at ? T o p r ot ect  t h e Con st i t u t i on ? Ho w m an y  m or e gen er a t i on s do y ou  h ope
t his rep ub l ic  w i l l  la st ? Can y ou honest ly  look  a t  our C onst i tu t ion  th a t  is
ac t i ve l y  un d er  assau l t  and c oncer n your se l f  w i th  t i m e? I f  th ese abuses ar e  not
ch a l l en ged  v i gor ou sl y  an d  i n  a  mean i n gf u l  w ay  bef or e t h i s Pr esi den t  an d  VP
l eave o ff i ce , you wi l l  h av e ef f ect i ve l y  a l t e r ed the st r uctur e  of  our  governm ent .
Th e ot h er  t a l k i n g  poi n t  f l oa t i n g  a r ou n d  i s " t h er e a r en ' t  en ou gh  v ot es."  Wh at
p i ece of  l eg isl a t io n ever  star ts  w i th  enough votes? Ther e wer en ’t  en ough votes
when the p r ocess began wi th  R i char d  Nixon . I t  was the i nvest i gat i ons and
subsequent  r eve la t io ns  th at  ga r ner ed the votes. So, I  as k  you to d ay  to  a l l ow
t ha t  p rocess to unfo ld . T ha t  is  a l l  w e are a sking . T he A m erica n p eop le a re
wa tc h i ng cl ose l y .  W atch i ng to  see whi ch o f  our  e lected o f f i ci a ls  w i l l  r i se  to th e
occas i on when the oath  th ey took i s put  to  the tes t .

F ina l ly ,  m ay  I  a d d  th a t  m any  in th e Dem ocra t ic  lea d ersh ip  are obv iou sly
f ocused so le l y  on the 2008  e lect i ons. P l ease under stand  f r om a l i f e l ong
Dem ocr at  that  we wi l l  n o t  be go ing down wi th  the sh i p . The h i gh cr i m es and
m i sdem ean or s of  t h i s admi n i st r a t i on  i n  ou r  m i n ds a r e a l r eady  est ab l i sh ed .
The on l y  th i ng wor se i s a  Par ty  that  be l i eves th ey can r i d e hi gh on  th e
fa i l ures of  the other  wi thout  ho ld ing them  accounta b le.  P lea se do not  m ake
that  m i stake.

Respect f u l l y ,

Cher y l  B i r en-W r i ght
Prog ressiv e Dem ocra t s of  A m erica
Ch a i r  Sou t h  Jer sey  Impe ach  T eam


